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1. I met with Thieu this morning and covered in detail substance 
of reftel. 

2. Thieu was very appreciative of the President’s willingness to 
delay his speech to January 25 to enable us to coordinate our 
public line and work out mutual problems. I explained that delay 


beyond this date would cause us serious problems because of 
possible Congressional initiatives, an enemy offensive, and danger 
of leaks. I emphasized once again the imperative of absolute 
secrecy. 

3. After recounting again the reasons that the President feels it 
is important to present the proposal publicly now, I covered the 
points contained in your paragraph 4, which were extremely helpful 
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as were those contained in paragraph 6. 


4. I explained to Thieu our regret at having passed the proposal 
to the other side without checking with him first and presented to 
him rationale contained in paragraph 5 reftel. I think he accepts 
the fact now that this was an oversight and, as I explained to him 


would have been corrected had the other side gone ahead with talks 
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as we fully expected. 

5. I took pains to explain in detail how the clock would start 
running on allied withdrawals and prisoner exchange and when 
it would start running on the other elements of the proposal 
(paragraph 7, reftel) so that he will be under no misapprehensions 
about this. I think he under stands the procedure clearly now. He 
agreed with statement that withdrawal of our forces would continue 
in any event and that our troop withdrawal schedule under the 
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Vietnamization track would approximate withdrawal provided by / . 


the statement of principles. 

6. Thieu then said he agreed completely that we should present 
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a peace initiative which would be helpful to both our governments, 
and that this would be especially important if the war continues. 
He said that he understood that we need to get the support of our 
Congress and people and in Viet-Nam he needs an initiative to 
persuade people to be willing to accept the financial and economic 
measures the war has obliged the government to impose. He also 
agreed on our timing and said that if the communists turn down 
our proposals, we will then be in a position to demonstrate their 
stubborness and the fact we n have gone the last mile 11 . 

7. Thieu said that his problem was to determine how to present 
the proposal here to make sure that what he says will have the 
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best possible effect and will neutralize criticism. He thinks 
the principles stated in our proposed, will need further clarifica- 
tion and explanation. In his statement, he would want to make 
clear that our proposal conforms to principles we have both 
already enunciated; that no interest of the country is being com- 
promised; and that the new element in our proposal is his 
agreement to step down at the time of the elections. He would 
also like to consider how the proposal should be presented at 
Paris., whether a) by coordination between our Ambassadors or 
b) presentation of a single document agreed to by our tvo govern- 
ments . 

8. I suggested that he prepare a draft of the kind of statement 
he would propose to make and that we exchange drafts so that 
we could then coordinate them. Thieu agreed that he would do 
this and said that he would hope to have a draft for me by 
Wednesday, the 19th. It would be helpful also if I could have a 
draft of the President's statement so that I can show it to Thieu. 

9. I believe he now has a clearer understanding of the rationale 
for making public the proposal and the importance of doing it now. 
But we will need to work closely and quickly with him to get our 


lines coordinated. 


10. Warm regards. 
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